DRAFT LETTER for YOUR LETTERHEAD:

Honorable___________ (Include title if Chairman or Ranking Member)

U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary

FAX:_____________

Dear Representative___________:

    As a professional photographer and small business owner, I am writing to express my opposition to HR5889, the Orphan Works Act of 2008, as currently drafted. 

    While I support legislation that would give libraries and museums a legitimate expansion of Fair Use, HR5889 is written so broadly that it instead charts a course that I fear will lead to unprecedented infringement of the contemporary work of photographers and artists working in commercial markets worldwide.   

    The Copyright Office study on orphan works called for solutions that would, for example, enable libraries and museums to digitize their collections, expand research, or make it easier for old family photos to be duplicated.  A bill narrowly crafted to deal explicitly with issues of truly orphaned works would be readily embraced by the creative community, but not so this bill.  If enacted without significant changes, this major revision in copyright law will cause irreparable harm to small businesses, individual creators and ordinary citizens. Surely this is not what Congress intended and that is why I am writing to you.

    With so much at stake, I respectfully request your support of the amendments proposed and jointly submitted by the Advertising Photographers of America, the Artists Rights Society and the Illustrators' Partnership of America - and endorsed by many other organizations representing tens of thousands of photographers, artists and small business owners from around the country and the world.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,   

 __________
